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Dionysos to Chandragupta and Dionysos was 15
generations earlier than Heracles it follows that Heracles
preceded Chandragupta by 138 generations of kings.
Taking 20 years as the average for each reign, we have
ah approximate period of 2,760 years separating the two,
Chandragupta's date is 312 B.C. which gives us 3072
B.C. as the approximate date of Shrikrishna. It very
nearly tallies with the date of the Mahabharata war
given by Indian astronomers.
Such was the tradition prevalent in India in 312 B. C.,
i.e., at a time when European scholars are agreed that
the Indians had not learnt or discovered the methods
of calculating the positions of planets.    That the inqui-
sitive Greek ambassador at the court of Chandragupta
has left carefully sifted information about India without
exaggeration  or fabrication has also  been  admitted.1
The only possible way in which the above tradition may
be impeached is by supposing that the Indians them-
selves had exaggerated  notions about their antiquity.
This agrument, however, is not of much value as we
have arrived  at  our   figure by taking the generally
accepted average of 20 years for each reign.    It cannot
be argued that even the number of generations has been
exaggerated.    The   charge   has   often   been   brought
against the Indians that they had no idea of history.    I
think that the charge has been lightly made.    Works
known as   histories or Itihasas   were known even in
Vedic times.   The Mahabharata itself was originally a
history.    Historical facts, especially genealogies, were
most carefully recorded at all times in ancient India.
See Hunter's Indian Empire.